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HOW PEESIDENT JEFFEESON WAS MFOEMED OP 
BUEE'S COJSTSPIEACY. 

BY JAMES MORRIS MORGAN. 

In an article entitled " Interesting Letters of Ceorge 
Morgan and Aaron Burr," in the October number of the 
Pennsylvania Magazine, the writer states that it was the 
judges of the court then sitting at Canonsburg, Penn- 
sylvania, who gave President Jefferson the information con- 
cerning Burr's conspiracy. The historical facts of the case 
were as follows. 

A year before Burr disclosed his intentions to Colonel 
Morgan he had passed through Pittsburg. Colonel Mor- 
gan, learning of his proximity, wrote, inviting him to Mor- 
ganza. The letter reached Pittsburg some hours after Col- 
onel Burr had departed for the East, and was delivered by 
the messenger into the hands of Colonel Morgan's son 
Thomas, then residing in Pittsburg. At his trial Colonel 
Burr endeavored in the cross-examination of General John 
Morgan to prove that his unfortunate visit to Morgan za was 
made at the solicitation of his, John Morgan's, father, but 
he was reminded that the invitation had been written a year 
previously, had never been delivered, and was at that mo- 
ment, with the seal still unbroken, lying in the drawer of 
Thomas Morgan's desk. How Burr became aware of its 
existence is one of the many mysteries of this celebrated 
case. 

So far as Burr's epistle to Colonel Jonathan Bhea is con- 
cerned, it will be seen that the letter itself bears evidence 
that the men he mentions as being willing to give testimony 
derogatory to the characters of Colonel Morgan and his 
sons were people of no standing in the community, and, such 
as they were, they did not appear in court. 
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Burr and Colonel Morgan bad been friends and were in- 
timate in the army and served together at Valley Forge. 
Colonel Morgan has left it on record that he thought Burr 
one of the most accomplished men he had ever met, and 
he often expressed his great desire that his sons should 
know him, and consequently was delighted when the man 
known as " Count" Willie brought the note saying that 
Colonel Burr, accompanied by Colonel Dupiester, a Ger- 
man military adventurer, was to arrive at Morganza the 
next day. 

Colonel Morgan believed that Burr had been unjustly 
treated in the Hamilton affair. Himself a duellist, Burr 
had his entire sympathy in that unfortunate affair. It will 
be remembered that Colonel Morgan was the second of Gen- 
eral Conway in his duel with General Cadwalader, grow- 
ing out of the Gates or Conway cabal against "Washington, 
although he was an adherent of "Washington and an inti- 
mate personal friend of Cadwalader, whose second he after- 
wards was in his controversy with General Reed. Besides, 
Colonel Morgan's eldest son, John, had recently been court- 
martialed and dismissed from the army for challenging 
General Arthur St. Clair to mortal combat. When Aaron 
Burr saw how indignant Colonel Morgan became when he 
commenced to unfold his treasonable intentions, he sud- 
denly stopped, put his note-book in his pocket, and retired 
to his bedroom. It was then eleven o'clock at night. The 
next morning, without bidding his host adieu and without 
waiting for breakfast, he mounted his horse and rode away. 

Colonel Morgan immediately consulted his life-long friend, 
Colonel Neville, who suggested that he should confide in the 
judges, and they advised him to inform President Jefferson 
without delay. He did so, and the following letters bear 
unmistakable testimony as to who gave the first information 
concerning Burr's intentions. 

"Washington, Mar. 26 th , 1807 

"Sir: 

" Your favors of Jan. 19 and 20 came to hand in due time, but it was 
not in my power to acknowledge their receipt during the session of Con- 
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gress. Gen. Gage's paper I have filed with that on Pensacola, in the 
War Office, and Hutchin's map in the Navy Office where they will be 
useful. I tender you my thanks for this contribution to the public ser- 
vice. The bed of the Mississippi and the shoals on the coast change so 
frequently as to require frequent renewals of the survey. Congress 
authorized a new survey of our whole coast by an act of the last ses- 
sion. 

" Burr is on his way to Richmond for trial, and if the Judges do not 
discharge him before it is possible to collect the testimony from Maine 
to New Orleans there can be no doubt where his history will end. To 
what degree punishments of his adherents shall be extended will be de- 
cided when we shall have collected all the evidence and seen who were 
cordially guilty. The Federalists appear to make Burr's cause their 
own and to spare no efforts to screen his adherents — their great mortifi- 
cation is at the failure of his plans — Had a little success dawned on him, 
their openly joining him might have produced some danger : as it is, I 
believe the undertaking will not be without some good effects as a whole- 
some lesson to those who have more ardour than principle. I believe 
there is reason to expect that Blennerhasset will also be sent by the 
Judges of Mississippi to Virginia — Yours was the very first intimation 
I had of their plot for which it is but justice to say you have deserved 
well of your country. Accept my friendly salutations and assurances 
of great esteem and respect. 

"Th. Jefferson 

"Col. Geoege Morgan." 

" Monticello Jan 26, 1822 
" I have duly received, dear Madam, your favor of the 10 th with the 
eloquent circular and address to your patriotic and fair companions in 
good works. I well recollect our acquaintance with yourself personally 
in Washington valued for your own merit as well as for that of your 
esteemed father. Your connection too with the family of the late Col 
Morgan is an additional title to my grateful recollections, he first gave 
us notice of the mad project of that day, which if suffered to proceed 
might have brought afflicting consequences on persons whose subsequent 
lives have proved their integrity and loyalty to their country. The effort 
which is the subject of your letter is truly laudable, and if generally 
followed as an example, or practised as a duty, will change very advan- 
tageously the condition of our fellow citizens and do just honor to those 
who shall have taken the lead in it. No one has been more sensible than 
myself of the advantage of placing the consumer by the side of the pro- 
ducer, nor more disposed to promote it by example, but these are among 
the matters which I must now leave to others. Time, which wears all 
things, does not spare the energies either of body or mind of a presque 
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Octogenaire. While I could, I did what I could, and now acquiesce 
cheerfully in the law of nature which by unfitting us for action, warns 
us to retire and leave to the generation of the day the direction of its 
own affairs. 

"The prayers of an old man are the only contributions left in his 
power. Mine are offered sincerely for the success of your patriotic 
efforts and particularly for your own individual happiness and pros- 
perity. 

"Th. Jeffebson 

"Mes. Kathaeine Duane Morgan." 



